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HOWDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


To  (he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1952. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


1 —  Area  (in  acres)  69,963. 

2 —  Estimate  of  the  average  population  of  the  area  during 
1952— Civilian  11,690. 

3 —  Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1951 
according  to  Rate  Books — 3,516. 

4—  Rateable  Value— £42,305. 

5 —  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £162/8/-. 


The  chief  industry  throughout  the  District  is  Agriculture  ; 
other  employment  being  provided  by  the  Flax  Mill,  Ouse 
Chemical  Works,  the  Creosote  Works,  Brickyards, 
Railways,  and  Market  Gardening. 


Public  Health  Officers. 

A part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A full-time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor, 
with  certificates  A. R. San. I.  and  M.S.I.A.,  and  an  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  — Mr.  K. 
Montgomery — retired  30th  June,  1952,  after  274  years’ 
service. 

Mr.  I.  D.  Kennaugh  appointed  8th  December.  1952. 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  C.  Wilding. 
Clerk/Typist — Miss  B.  Burton. 


Births. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M. 

F. 

Live 

Births — Legitimate 

90 

107 

Illegitimate  ... 

10 

4 

Total  ... 

100 

111 

Still 

Births — All  Legitimate 

4 

2 

The  Birth  Rate  in  the  Howden  Rural  District  per  1,000 
of  the  Population — 18-0. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
Population — 15-3. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  Howden  Rural  Area — 51. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 35. 

This  is  the  first  year  since  statistics  were  kept  that  there 
was  no  recorded  death  in  England  and  Wales  from 
diphtheria.  When  one  realises  that  the  average  number 
of  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  for  each  year  between 
1930-1940  was  about  3,000,  it  shows  what  immunisation 
(which  began  in  1941)  has  done  in  protecting  children 
against  diphtheria. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Beverley 
Area  Laboratory. 

Infant  Welfare. 

This  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  continues  to  be  well  attended. 

Maternity. 

County  Maternity  Nurses  are  available  in  all  parts  of 

the  Area. 

Beds  in  the  Beverley,  Ferriby  and  Goole  Maternity  Homes 
are  available  for  Special  Cases,  and  the  District  is  now 
fortunately  situated  in  this  respect. 

Water. 

The  Supply  from  Newbald,  Goole  and  Pocklington  is  good 
average  water,  and  regular  testing  proves  it  to  be  very 
free  from  Impurity. 

Ambulance  Services. 

There  is  a complete  night  and  day  Ambulance  Service 
available  at  Beverley,  Goole  and  Selby. 

The  Howden  Ambulance  is  incorporated  into  the  Beverley 
Service. 

Blood  Transfusion  Centre. 

During  the  year  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  came  to 
Howden  to  collect  Blood,  and  the  Donors  of  the  Area 
responded  to  the  Call  in  a highly  satisfactory  way. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  them,  and  also  to  the  valuable 
help  given  by  the  Howden  Branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society. 


Hospitals, 

The  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital  is  available  for  Accidents 
and  Surgical  Cases,  and  the  St.  John’s  Hospital  for  Chronic 
Sick  Cases. 

In  addition  to  this,  Specialists  visit  the  Bartholomew 
Hospital  regularly  and  are  available  to  the  people  in  the 
Howden  Rural  Area. 

The  days  on  which  these  Specialists  are  at  Goole  are 
as  follows: 

Monday  Morning  — Physician. 

Tuesday  Morning  — Orthopaedic. 

Tuesday  Afternoon  (alternate)  — Gynaecologist, 

Thursday  Morning  — Eye  Specialist. 

Thursday  Morning  — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist. 
Friday  Afternoon  — Surgeon. 

Friday  Afternoon  — Venereal  Diseases. 

A Children’s  Specialist  visits  the  Goole  Infant  Welfare 
Centre. 


There  is  still  a very  great  shortage  of  Beds  for  Chronic- 
Sick  Cases. 


There  is  now  no  Fever  Plospital  within 

the 

Area. 

Deaths. 

Total  Deaths  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

during  1952  ... 

71 

80 

151 

Death  Rate  in  the  Howden  Rural  Area — 12-9. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 11-3. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  in  England  and  Wales  per 
1.000  Births — 72. 

In  England  and  Wales  only  nine  Women  between  the 
ages  of  15 — 44  lost  their  lives  from  Infective  Causes 
associated  with  Confinement  out  of  every  Million  Women 
in  that  Age  Group. 

Infant  Mortality. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year  of  age 

in  the  Howden  Area  ...  ...  ...  2 1 3 

Infant  Death  Date  per  1,000  Live  Births — 14-2. 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  for  England  and 
Wales— 27-6. 

As  one  might  expect  in  a Rural  Area,  the  Infant  Mortality 
is  much  lower  than  thht  of  the  whole  Country. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases — 60. 

Cancer — 35. 

Apoplexy — 15. 

Accidents  (including  Road  Traffic,  2) — 8. 

Tuberculosis — 3. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia — 7. 

All  other  causes — 23. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  any  other  Notifiable  Infectious 
Disease. 

Conclusions. 

The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  both  about  the  average 
for  the  District  and  the  Country. 

Again  there  were  no  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  only  3 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  out  of  a 
Population  of  11,690. 

The  Deaths  from  Cancer  amount  to  1 in  4T  of  the  Total 
Deaths,  and  more  than  half  the  Total  Deaths  are  due  to 

Circulatory  Causes. 

In  1952  there  were  no  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  or  Smallpox. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  there  were  3 Deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 
and  18  new  cases  were  notified. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  were  only  3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  or 
Paratyphoid. 


Vaccinations. 

During  the  year  141  Primary  Vaccinations  were  done  in 
the  Rural  Area,  of  which  128  were  Children  under  1 year 
of  age. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  138  Immunisations  were  done,  and  also 
20  Booster  Doses  were  given. 

The  estimated  number  of  Children  under  15  who  have 
been  Immunised  is  1,461. 

The  percentage  Immunised  is  53-3. 


All  Schools  are  under  the  County  Council  with  the 
exception  of  one  small  Private  School  in  Howden.  Reports 
are  sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  absentees  from  School  suffering  from  Infective  Sickness. 

I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor  for  the  year  1952 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  a 
brief  report  concerning  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  your 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December.  1952. 

Council  Houses. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied  : — 


North  Cave  . . . 

2 Traditional 

Bubwith 

2 Traditional 

Hotham 

...  4 Traditional 

Holme/Moor 

4 Traditional 

Broomfleet 

...  4 Traditional 

Howden 

...  10  Traditional 

Total 

...  26 

Course  of  Erection. 

Howden 

...  6 

Yokefleet 

...  2 

Laxton 

...  4 

Gilberdyke 

...  12 

Total 

...  24 

Private  Enterprise. 

During  the  year  7 houses  were  erected  by  Private 
Enterprise. 

Other  Houses. 

Agricultural  Workers’  Subsidy  Houses — 2 completed. 


Overcrowding. 

This  problem  is  of  a fluctuating  nature.  The  Rural  Survey 
carried  out  and  completed  during  1949  revealed  50  cases  of 
overcrowding.  Based  on  the  legal  interpretation  of  the  Over- 
crowding Act  of  1936,  most  of  the  cases  referred  to  were  of 
a minor  nature.  There  can,  of  course,  be  moral  overcrowding 
as  opposed  to  the  legal  standard. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  during  the  3rear  of  additional 
cases  of  overcrowding,  but  where  bad  cases  exist,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  them  when  other  houses  are  available. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  general  low  level  of  the  district  makes  the  problem 
of  drainage  one  of  peculiar  difficulty. 

In  Howden  town  the  greater  part  of  the  town  is  drained 
into  a watercourse,  the  Old  Derwent,  which  discharges  into 
the  Ouse.  Part  of  the  watercourse,  or  sewer,  is  culverted  and 
passes  under  the  houses.  In  a dry  period  sewage  stagnates 
on  the  sides  and  becomes  very  offensive.  Open  sections  were 
cleaned  out  during  the  year,  and  during  a dry  period  tides 
are  sent  up  from  the  Ouse  to  improve  prevailing  conditions. 
Part  of  the  town  drains  into  a sluggish  open  drain  known 
as  Carter’s  Drain.  In  general,  in  other  parts  of  the  district, 
house  drains  discharge  in  open  water  courses,  ditches,  brick 
ponds,  and  at  Newport  into  the  Canal. 

Provision  of  labour  for  cleansing  the  open  drains  has 
become  exceedingly  difficult,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  proposed 
sewage  disposal  schemes  for  the  Howden  and  joint  scheme 
with  Beverley  R.D.C.  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Additional  to  the  existing  small  disposal  plants  to  Council 
Estates  at  Barmby,  Broomfleet,  Newport,  North  Cave  and 
Holme-on-Spalding  Moor,  the  new  plant  at  the  Derwent  Road 
Estate,  Howden,  was  put  into  use  in  December,  1952, 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  scheme  of  refuse  collection  for  the  whole  district 
has  been  in  operation  over  1h  years. 

In  several  cases  the  provision  of  pail  closets  to  replace 
privy  ashpits  has  been  obtained  during  the  year  to  maintain 
the  progress  with  conversions  made  since  the  inception  of 
the  scheme. 

The  main  problem  is  the  shortage  of  suitable  tips 
convenient  to  the  larger  parishes,  as  this  would  obviate  long 
hauls  to  existing  tips  and  thus  save  time  and  labour  ; with  the 
addition  of  a considerable  number  of  Council  houses,  the  need 
for  more  tips  is  becoming  imperative. 


During  the  year  two  new  7 cubic  side-loading  vehicles 
were  purchased  and  a third  vehicle  overhauled. 

Milk. 

Supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  or 
pasteurised  milk  have  been  issued  for  the  district. 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

During  the  year  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at 
food  shops,  cafes,  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  and 
small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned.  No  slaughter- 
ing of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  carried 
out  in  the  district,  as  centralised  slaughtering  takes  place  at 
Goole  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  treatments  were  given  at  Council 
properties  and  at  several  private  dwellings.  As  with  other 
work,  labour  is  a problem,  and  to  a large  extent  inspections 
and  treatments  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  a number  of  connections  have  been  made 
to  the  Council’s  mains  for  household  and  agricultural  purposes, 
resulting  in  an  increase  of  consumption.  Work  on  agricultural 
extensions  has  proceeded,  and  up  to  31/12/52  the  following 
lengths  of  new  mains  were  laid:  — 

9"  545  lineal  yards 

8"  7,807  lineal  yards 

4"  1,597  lineal  yards 

3"  29,067  lineal  yards 

Your  Council  obtained  water  from  the  Pocklington  District 
and  from  Goole,  but  the  bulk  of  water  used  is  obtained  from 
your  own  Newbald  Waterworks.  Samples  of  water  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  proved  the  water  to  be  of  high 
quality. 

The  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was  over  186 
million  gallons.  Of  this  amount  38,475,000  gallons  were 
supplied  to  the  Beverley  Rural  District. 

Details  are  as  follows:  — 

From  Goole  ...  ...  19,965,000  gallons 

From  Pocklington  ...  27,531,000  gallons 

From  Newbald  ...  139,051,000  gallons 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  restrictions  were 

imposed  throughout  the  district  to  reduce  demands  on  supply. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  completion  of  the  Co-ordination  Scheme 
and  other  proposed  works  will  prevent  future  shortages. 


Petroleum  Regulations. 

During  the  year  an  additional  11  licences  to  store  a total 
of  3,900  gallons  of  petrol  were  issued. 


F actories. 

The  chief  factories  in  the  district  are  Anderton’s  Chemical 
Works,  at  Howdendyke  and  a Milk  Factory  at  Holme-on- 
Spalding  Moor.  There  are  also  Brickworks  and  a number 
of  premises  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories’ 
Act,  1937. 

Several  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  no  action 
was  found  to  be  necessary. 

In  addition,  there  is  a Government-controlled  Flax  Factory 
at  Howden. 

Housing  (General  Observations). 

Although  the  general  deterioration  of  much  cottage 
property  continues,  due  to  low  rents,  shortage  of  labour  and 
increased  costs,  there  is  evidence  of  repairs  and  improvements 
being  carried  out  to  properties  following  the  relaxation  of 
Civil  Building  Controls. 

Your  Council  have  made— in  spite  of  difficulties — good 
progress  with  the  erection  of  houses,  and  the  need  for 
additional  houses  is  gradually  being  met.  The  future  need 
will  be  the  re-housing  of  those  living  in  sub-standard  houses. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  with  the  co-operation  of 
Mr.  C.  Wilding,  who  was  the  sole  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Acting  Surveyor  for  the  district  from  June  to  December,  1952, 
during  which  period  he  carried  an  onerous  burden.  I feel 
this  fact  should  be  recorded  as  I,  personally,  have  only  been 
concerned  with  the  administration  of  the  district  for  a period 
of  three  weeks  in  1952. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  D.  KENNAUGH, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


